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Applications buck U.S. trend
ucking a national trend of decreasing applications at the
nation's law schools. identified in an August 22 article
in the Nacional Law journal, the University of Michigan Law
School's applications went up, not down. The Journal article
looked at 19 of the top law schools in the country and
found chat Michigan Law, fourth among the schools with the
largest increases, saw a 4.5 percent rise in applications for
the class of 2008.
"We are delighted to see our applicant pool continue to
be an abundant one - filled with high quality candidates,"
said Sarah Zearfoss, '92, assistant dean and director of
admissions for the Law School.This year's applicant pool of
5,772 has resulted in an incoming class of tremendous diversity and high academic quality, Zearfoss noted - entering
students have the highest
median LSAT and GPA ever
for an entering class.
Minority enrollment at
many of the 19 surveyed
schools also dropped this
year. However, Michigan
Law reported a four percent increase here as well,
making it the leader among
the highlighted schools in
this category.
Michigan Law's enrolled
class totals 366 students;
57 percent are males and
43 percent females.
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T

he Law School's annual summer training for child
advocacy workers entered its second decade last May

by introducing participants to the cutting edge field of brain
development research.
New research shows that brain development is more easily
affected, and continues longer than many people had thought,
and these findings portend profound effects on the field of
child advocacy, according to the behavioral pediatrician who
was one of the lecturers for this year's training.
For example, children with fetal alcohol syndrome (FAS)
may show the behavioral and learning problems typically associated with FAS , but not have the characteristically flattened
face, thin upper lip, and other facial features most professionals
use to define the condition, explained Mark Sloane, who is
with the Children's Trauma and Assessment Center at Western
Michigan University. Sloane lectured on "Neurobiology and
Neurodcvelopment ofTraumatic Stress and Prenatal Alcohol
Exposure: Implications for Child Welfare."
In the past, without the physical signs of FAS there was
no way to determine that behavior like explosive anger or
learning difficulties actually was the result of a pregnant
mother's hea,·y drinking, according to Sloane. But new
testing that lets testers see the brain in action, like functional
Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), can show that a person
suffers the same physical brain damage previously thought only
to exist in company with FAS facial characteristics. The difficulty is that some assistance programs only will authorize aid if
the facial characteristics are present, Sloane reported.
Similar advances in analyzing the brain at work show that
children's problem behavior can stem from brain damage from
long ago trauma, he said . Take adult mental illness, for another
example.
"If there was abuse in childhood, there's a higher evidence
of mental illness in adults," Sloan explained. "The old idea
was, 'We can love these kids back to normal .' We know now
it's not that way. It's a wired-in phenomenon . Not that it can't
be treated. That's the magic of the brain, that it's plastic, and
things change if you let them."
"Behavior is just the tip of the iceberg," Sloane explained.
"We try to drill down. You've got to drill down. You 've got to
find out what going on beneath it ."This is a "radical change"

Behavioral pcdiotncion Mork Sloane outlines how breakthroughs in neuroimoging
ore allowing researchers ··10 look at brain (unction while the child is a, voke .. He
said the findings rave s1gn1f1cont iP1Dlicotions for undemanding brain damage
and developmem and behavior problems. which in wrn will affect the child
welfare and 1ud1c1ol systems.

and has "implications for every system,"
he said. "We really have to re -frame our
thinking about_why these behaviors are
happening."
"We're not thinking about nature or
nurture anymore," he explained. "We're
talking about both."
Sadly, the kind of research Sloane
and others are doing is not widely
known among child protection special ists, for whom his findings can have
profound effect on how they handle and
try to resolve cases. That's why training
program directors Donald N. Duquette,
'75, and Frank E. Vandervort added
Sloane to the lecture lineup this year.
In addition to Duquette, a clinical
professor and director of the Law
School's Child Advocacy Law Clinic
(CALC), and Vandervort, who formerly
directed the Michigan Poverty Law
Program and now also teaches in
CALC, other lecturers for the training
program included James Henry and John
Seita, from the School of Social Work
at Western Michigan University; and
Professor Carol J. Boyd, director of the
Institute for Research on Women and
Gender at the University of Michigan.
Justice Bobbe J. Bridge of the
Washington State Supreme Court, a
tireless worker on behalf of changing her
state's laws to better represent the rights
of children, was featured speaker for the

Justice Bobbe}. Bridge of the Washington State Supreme Cou11 right. told Bergstrom
Child Welfare Low Summer Fellowship po,1iopon1s that "if you hove the commitment.
you con make a difference not only in the life o( a child but also in the system" Bridge
was the training program ·s banquet speaker

training program's banquet .
Lawyers who work in child welfare
often feel a conflict between devoting
themselves to the case at hand, or trying
instead to improve the system in which
the case takes place, Bridge explained.
"There's always that tension, Bridge
reported. "The message is that it's not
either/ or - ever. If you're a lawyer, you
will be asked to be on a commission, to
testify to the legislature. Lawyers can and
do make a difference."
Bridge cited these arenas for lawyers
to have an impact:
• Family law. The numbers of cases
involving parents' rights, grandparents'
rights, and others are growing and
colliding, she said . "Through this all,
somebody has to talk about the child's
rights. Advocacy skills are what you have
as a lawyer."
• Juvenile justice. "Surprisingly, in
many jurisdictions, kids still don't get
lawyers." The lawyer's common earlier
title of"counselor" often is appropriate
in juvenile cases, she said. "Being a
counselor-at-law is what it's about many
times in juvenile situations."
• Advocacy . "Lawyers get services
kids are entitled to" in a program called
Team Child in Washington State. The
lawyers "go into the schools" as advocates
to ensure that a child gets what he is
entitled to. TeamChild came about
"because of lawyers."

• Child welfare system . "Transitional
issues are increasing as kids are aging
out of the foster care system. There are
hundreds of them in every state ."
The annual training, followed by
participants' placement with child
advocacy organizations for the remainder
of the summer, presents a combination
of lectures and a child advocacy case
exercise that includes mock courtroom
exercises. The training also features a
session in which trainees meet and talk
with current clients in the child welfare
system .
Begun with a Kellogg Foundation
seed grant, the program in recent years
has benefited from the support of the
Bergstrom Foundation of Pittsburgh. The
fellowship is named for the late Henry
Bergstrom, '35; his son, Foundation
director Hank Bergstrom, attended the
entire session this year.
Duquette launched the program
because he saw the need for specialized child advocacy training and training
internships. A longtime proponent of
increased rigor and accountability in the
child advocacy system, Duquette also
has been instrumental in developing a
certification protocol for child advocacy
specialists in which the American Bar
Association has designated the National
Association of Counsel for Children
(NACC) to test candidates and award
certification.
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Andrea}. Lyon, founder and Director
Clarence Darrow Death Penalty Defense College

Clare11ce Darrow
Death Pe11altv
Defe11se College:
A capital success
ttorneys have brought more than
120 capital cases to the Clarence
Darrow Death Penalty Defense College
since it began at the Law School in 2000,
and the director knows of only one of
those cases that did not conclude in a plea
bargain or a life instead of death sentence.
The exception, according to college
founder/director Andrea Lyon, was a
case in which the defendant dismissed his
attorney and asked to be executed.
"What we're doing here is not about
innocence. It's about saving people's
lives," Lyon explained, putting the
impressive won-lost figures into the
context of the college's goals. A player/
coach for the college, Lyon had just
delivered the college's how-to lecture on
closing argument in the penalty phase and
soon would be turning her attention to
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details associated with the
college's move to DePaul
University College of
Law in Chicago next year.
Lyon was a clinical
assistant professor at
the U-M Law School
when she launched the
Clarence Darrow Death
Penalty Defense College
in 2000. She since
has become a clinical
associate professor at
DePaul, where she directs
the Center for Justice in
Capital Cases and supervises the Death Penalty
Legal Clinic.
Moving to DePaul will simplify the
college's administration while allowing
it to continue to draw on the resources
of the U-M Law School, according to
Lyon. The annual college is sponsored by
the University of Michigan Law School,
which will continue to be a sponsor, the
American Bar Association, the National
Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers,
and the Office of the State Appellate
Defender of Illinois.
'Tm very grateful to the University
of Michigan Law School for housing it,
sponsoring it, and supporting it," Lyon
said. "It's very important work. It could
not have been done without the support
of this Law School."
Law School Dean Evan Caminker
joined Lyon in expressing his enthusiasm
for the college.
"Whatever one thinks of the death
penalty in the abstract, judicial reversals
of capital sentences over the past several
years underline the importance of
providing the best possible criminal
defense in death penalty cases. The
Clarence Darrow Death Penalty Defense
College provides hands-on assistance for
attorneys who are currently representing
death-eligible defendants," Caminker said.

"The University of Michigan Law School
has been pleased to host the college from
its inception in 2000. As DePaul University
College of Law now assumes the role of host
for the 2006 college, we look forward to
continuing our sponsorship of this valuable
program."
Participants praise the college's programs,
both for their efficacy and for the collegial
support they provide. Attorney Craig
Washington, for example, says the college
was instrumental in saving Tyrone Williams'
life when he was tried as the driver of the
18-wheeler in which 19 illegal immigrants
died in South Texas in May 2003. "They
took the death penalty off the table for not
finding that he's a principal," Judge Vanessa
D. Gilmore said of the jury, which found
Williams guilty only of smuggling; the jurors
did not attach culpability to Williams for
the immigrants' deaths, which resulted in a
mistrial on those counts.
Washington, of the 12-member Craig
Washington Law Firm in Houston, had
brought the case to the Death Penalty
Defense College for strategizing. He had
tried capital cases in state courts, but this
was his first federal capital case.
"I write to thank you so very much for all
of the help that you and all of the lecturers,
staff, and attendees at the Clarence Darrow
College provided,"Washington wrote
to Lyon last March. "I know that [fellow
attorneys] Jennie Roberts, Jonathan Cox,
and myself would not have been able to
provide the assistance that Mr. Williams
needed without your thoughts, your
concern, your prayers, and your input.
Together, you and all of the rest of us were
able to save Tyrone Williams' life."
Although there is no way to be sure in
Williams' case, there is no question that
scientific advances and weakened public
support for capital punishment are reducing
the number of death sentences and executions. Recent advances in DNA analysis are

Library of Co11gress adds Law Library
Web sites to I11ter11et collection
making convictions more difficult to
achieve and have resulted in exonera
tions for some previously convicted
people, according to Lyon . Public
support for death sentences has
softened significantly, from the high of
80 - 92 percent in 1989 - 92 to about
50 percent today if the alternative is
life imprisonment without parole.
"In some ways our work has become
a little easier because of a public sense
that there is something wrong with the
system, (and] because of exonerations,"
Lyon explained. "It's also true that
we're putting fewer people on death
row than in earlier years, and we're
executing fewer people than in earlier
years."
But attorneys in capital cases still
must face juries made up of people
who do not oppose capital punishment, she explained, so these lawyers
still must marshal the best skills
possible to save the lives of their
clients. "I know that the conversation
about the death penalty is changing in
this country," she acknowledged, "but
in the meantime we have people to
save ."

T

he U .S. Library of Congress - the
largest library in the world
has
chosen the portion of the University of
Michigan Law School Library's Web site
that catalogs information on the Hon.
John Roberts, nominated last summer for
the U .S. Supreme Court, for inclusion in
its Internet collection.
The Library of Congress' action - and
the Law Library's contribution - took
on added impact after the death of Chief
Justice William Rehnquist on September 3
and Roberts' subsequent nomination and
confirmation as chief justice.
The Library of Congress also added
the Law Library's similar site on Harriet
E. Miers, which librarians developed
after President Bush nominated her to
the Supreme Court. The Law Library site
for information on Miers is www.law .
umich.edu / library / news/topics/miers/
miersindex.htm.
With more than 230 entries, the
Roberts Web link includes biographical
information, opinions, articles Roberts
has written, and newspaper stories about
him. The site is at www.law.umich .edu/
library / news I topics I roberts /
robertsindex.htm .

"As an attorney myself, I espe
cially appreciate the thorbughness of
the materials," said Law School Dean
Evan Caminker . "Whether visitors to
the site are simply curious citizens,
interested attorneys, news persons, or
people directly involved in the nomination process, this site is an outstanding
resource. "
"The value of what we have done lies
in collecting all the information in one
place in a timely fashion," explained Law
Library Director Margaret Leary.
The compilations on Roberts and
Miers were the Law Library's second and
third major projects last summer. The
library also introduced its new Web site
of Law School faculty publications, with
more than 7,000 entries dating back to
the Law School's founding in 1859. The
site is a comprehensive historical compilation of the published books, articles,
book chapters, essays, introductions,
forewords, and book reviews written or
edited by U -M Law School faculty while
teaching at Michigan. The link to this site
is www .law .umich .edu/library I
facultybib / .

Corrections

R

etired Judge John R. Milligan, '5 I, of
North Canton, Ohio, wrote to correct
a quotation that appeared in the Winter
2005 issue of law Quadrangle Notes and to
reinforce the position that the speaker was
taking.
"Judges in Ohio are aware that the attribution to [Michigan Supreme Court]
Judge Janet Neff that 'Michigan is the only
state where Supreme Court nominees are
put forward by political parties but run as
nonpartisan' is incorrect," Milligan wrote in
reference to the story, "Judges: Road to the
bench getting too political," which appeared
on page 7. "The paradox continues in Ohio
with strong pro and con opinions among the
judges, politicians, and media."

"Attention to the politicalization of
the judicial selection process is important,"
Milligan concluded, "particularly as we see
increased attention and funding from special
interest groups."
U.S. District Judge David D. Dowd Jr., '54,
later wrote to make the same correction,
noting that "the state of Ohio follows the
identical system. I know this to be a fact
based on personal experience. In 1980, I
won the Republican primary in a contested
election for a seat on the Ohio Supreme
Court. I then lost the general election in
1980 on a non-partisan ballot."

A caller pointed out that it has been incorrectly reported more than once that thenlaw student Alden J. "Butch" Carpenter died
in an automobile accident.An avid athlete,
Carpenter actually died suddenly while
playing basketball, she said. Carpenter's
exemplary life and untimely death are 1·ecalled each year in the memorial scholarship
banquet and scholarships given by the Black
Law Students' Alliance.
Umbreen Bhatti. 'OS, noted in an e-mail that
the Muslim Law Student Association sponsored the talk by attorney Shareef Akeel
(Law Quadrangle Notes, pages 6-7, Summe1·
2005).The groups listed as sponsors were
co-sponsors.
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